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JAMES PERCY. 
| __  Thetrue Heir-Maleand Claimant to the 


Earldom of Nozthumberland, 


To the Honourable Kmghts, (itixens, and Bur- 


geſſes; Andto the Committee of Grievances, 
- __@in PARLIAMENT Aſembled. 


4 
The Humble Petitionof JaMES PERCy, Cozen and next Heir- 
Male to JoSCELINPERcy, the late and Eleventh E art, 
bf NOK&THUMBERLAND, Deceaſed. 
Vi | - | 
44 SHEWETH, 
| HAT your Petitioner was the Son of Hexry Percy, who was the Son 


of Henry Percy, who was the Son of Sir Jagleram* Percy, who was the 
third Son of Ferry Percy, Fifth Earl of Northumberland : By which 
Deſcent your Petitioner 15 Entitled to the Farldom of Northumber- 
land, and to ſeveral Baronies, Honours, Manors and Lands, which to the Earl- 
dom and Barorties have been and (till are annexed ; your Petitioner having 
"SY proved his Pedigree, queſtions not but by your Afliſtance to make appcar 
© they are, or ſhould be his Right, and Jult Inheritance, as Cozen and Heir- 
Male to Jofcelin late Earl atore-mentioned : And therefore ought to fit in 
Parliament, and enjoy the Place, Seat and Preheminence of his Anceſtors, 
with the Dignities to him lo deſcended, and do of Right belong : And there- 
fore prays his Bill may be be made an Act to ſettle the Title and Eſtate toge- 


| ther again, that Property and Right may be had according to Juſtice. 
{ 7 ES That at his firſt coming to Claim, your Petitioner petitioned the Kings moſt 


Excellent Majeſty, who was graciouſly.pleaſed to ſay, God forbid We ſhould hin- 
der an Heir, but that he ſhould have the benefit of the Law., IKE: 
' .... "That your Petitigger 


iiqger applyed himſelf to the Lords in Parliament, where he 
then couldinot prove his Great Grandfather; which Pay his Councet to tell 
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[2] 
their Lordſhips, That the Claimants Caule lay not before them, but ought to 
be Tryed at the Common Law firſt ; and when the Caufe had went through 
the Inferiour Courts to prove his Pedigree, and if the Law could not end it, 
then the Caule ought to come before their Lordſhips again, to Hear, Debate, 
and to Determine. And at that time his potent Adverſaries did publiſh in the 
Gazette, that your Petitioner was an Impoſtor ; and at their Courts did de- 
clare to all the Tenants, that the Claimants name was not Percy, but that he 
was a Baſtard ; and that Henry Percy whom he declared was bs Father, they 
could prove was never Married: Yet they have made all the Waſte imaginable, 
cutting down Woods, pulling down Caſtles, over-working of Lead-Mines 
and Coal-Mines;z and not only ſo, but 1t caſt the Petitioner out of Fayour in 
the World, that His moſt Excellent Majeſty, was p'eaſed to give the Title one 
way, and the Land ſeveral ways; which hath not only multiplied Enemies, 
but by their Power, Policy and Priviledge, hath put off your Petitioner near 


Eleven Years. 


Therefore your Petitioner renders this |following Account, that his Juſt 
Cauſe may be known, what hard uſage he hath found at Law. That the firſt 
Tryal was in the year 1674- againſt Mr. 7ohr: C lerke, the chief Agent, for ſcan- 
dalous words, who ſhelter'd under Priviledge a long time ; and before the 
Tryal, they offer'd to Own him, and to affiſt the Claimant James Percy with 
their Books, Pedigree and Recores, but would not be bound to perform : 
Then the Plaintiff perceived it to be a batfle for a longer delay, and there 
were no good Faith in them ; then ſaid the Plaintiff, Carrat Lex, I. will have 
the Tryal if it be but to waſh the ditt off, which the Gazette and your evil 
practices have thrown upon me: And at the Tryal, the Attorney would ſuffer 
a Non-ſuit, without the conſent of his Client 3 at which the Lord Chief Juſtice 
Flales {eemed not to be fatisfied, but ſtood up and faid, That James Percy the 
Claimant and Plaintiff; had proved himſelf a.true Percy, legitimate by Father 
and Mother, Grandfather and Grandmother, and of the Bloud and F amily of 
the Percics of Northumberland; and did verily believe, that the Plaintiff was 
Cozn and next Heir. Male to Joſcelin the late and 11% Earl of Northumber- 
Lind, only he was afraid he had taken his Deſcent a little too low : And the 

ury at a Treat which Mr. ( Jerke the L etendant gave them, ſaid to Mr. Clerke, 
You are beholden to Mr. Tercy for ſuffering a Non«luit, tor truly we mult 
have given a Verdict for the Plaintiff, his Caule was proved to clear: and the 


Damages was laid in the Declaration 1cccc [, 


The ſecond Tryal was upon an Ejetment for Cannington and Rodoway 
Lands in Somerſetſhire, which Lands of right fell to the Heirs-Males of the 
Percies, after the Heirs-Males of the Xogers was extin& ; Doubtlels it was b 
miſ-information his Majeſty was miſtaken 1n his' Gifts : And at that Tryal the 
Pedigree was fully proved up to the Plaintiffs Great-Grandfather Sir Ingleran 
Percy, youngeſt Son of Ferry Percy 5' Earl of Northumberland, by the Oath 
of Mir. Henry Champion, who was Steward to the Earls of Northumberland, and 
declared at that Tryal, that he found in the Books and Records of the Percies, 
that Sir Inglerem Percy was married, and had Sons and Daughters : ſo that a 
Verdi& ought to have'been had for the Plaintiffs Pedigree at that Tryal alſo, 
And Sir John Coppleſton did not only ſhelter under Reivied ,. but when the 
Writs of Error were put into the Houſe of Lords, he then ſued the Plaintiff 

If 


C3] 
in the Court of Kings-Bench, and got Coſt, and broke the Priviledge of 
Parhament. . 


The third Tryal was againſt one Mr. Wright, for the like ſcandalous words, 
where your Petitioner proved his Legitimacy again, and not the Tythe of his 
Witneſſes were examined 3 for the Lord Chief Juſtice Rainsford ſtood up and 
ſaid, Gentlemen of the Jury, we need not trouble the Court to examine more 
of the Plaintiffs Witneſſes, by reaſon his Pedigree was fully proved before, at a 
former Tryal at the Bar of this Court : And when the Jury brought in but 
300 |. Damages, the Load Chief Juſtice was angry, and told them they had 
undervalued the Plaintiffs Cauſe ; {the Judgment exemplified under the Seal 
of the Court, makes appear the (ame. ) 


That the fourth Tryal againſt John BlakeZox Eſq; who was likewiſe an 
Agent for the Lady Elizabeth Percy, and kept her Courts, and did declare 
the like (candalous words, and gave it in all his Charges to the Jury and Te- 
pants, to take ſpecial notice thereof : And at the Tryal on Monday the 1 1 of 
November 1678. the words were proved. The Declaration was allowed, after 
ſome debate upon a nice word, which was amended : But the Councel tor the 
Defendant ſtarted up an Attainder in the Caſe, which the Plaintiffs Councel 


_ was not prepared at that time to remove that Objection, but the Tryal was 


put by at that time, and the Jury was withdrawn, as the Plaintiffs printed 


Book declares more at large. But the ſecond part of that Tryal was upon 


the 6' of Febrxary 1678. a new Jury -upon the motion of the Defendants 
Councel did appear, and the Plaintiffs Councel did clear that point concern- 
ing the Attainder, by reaſon the Plaintiffs Councel made appear to the Court, 
that James Percy was deſcended from the Body of Herry Percy, 5ib- Earl of 
Northumberland, of Sir Ingleran Percy his youngeſt Son, and that the Colla- 
teral'Line was never Attainted ; and therefore ought to enjoy the Title and 
Eſtate of his Anceſtors Earls of Northumberland. Then the Defendants Coun- 
cel and the Court did own the Plaintiffs Title and Pedigree, but ſaid there 
was no Lands to {upport the Title : then the Plaintiff prayed, that the Court 
would conirm what they owned by a Rule in Court 3 whereupon the Lord 
Chiet Juſtice Scrogs ſtood up and ſaid, Conttrm or not-confirm, the Declaration 
15 naught, diſcharge Plakeſtor trom the Suit of Percy 3 notwithſtanding the 
valt Charge tae Plaintiff had been put to, by the Detendants ſheltermg under 
the ſenior Counteſs of Northumberlands Priviledges : And when the Duke of 
AMoxz mouth had (et afide her Priviledges, then he ſhelter'd himſelt under the 
Lord of ſex his Priviledge + And when the Plaintiff had made his complaint 
to the Ho fe of Lords, the Lord of F/ex did agree with the Plaintiffs Coun- 
ccl, that if vir. Clerk's Colt was Jaid down in Court for his ſecurity, the Defen- 
dant Mr. lakeiFon ſhould not ſtand upon Priviledge, but go on to Tryal : 
Tan the Lord Chief Jultice Scrogs ſtood up and (aid, Mr. Fercy, it you will 
lay down the gol. Mr. Clerk's Coſt in Court, the Lord of. Eſſex will not init 
upon Privil:dge, and we do promiſe you ſhall have a fair Tryal: Whereupon 
the Money was tender'd accordingly, and the go. was got out of Court be- 
fore he had notice by his Attorney Mr. Hancock, or before the Tryal was 
ended. And in truth the go /. the Opponents ought not to have had, by rea- 
ſon the 9o I. Colt ought to have been ſer afide upon their own Demurrer. 


Moreover it is to be noted, that Sir George Jeffreys was Councel for the 


Plaintiff 
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[4] | 

Plaintiff at the fore part of the Tryal, and had taken 4o s. a Retaining Fee, 
and 3 1. a Pleading Fee, and had the Petitioner's Breviate 3 but at the latter 
part of his Tryal, pleaded againtt the Petitioner, notwithſtanding the Plain- 
tiff tender'd him new Fees, and complained 'of him in Court. All which 
cauſed the Plaintiff to Appeal to the Parliament by two Writs of Error, to 
have the Errors argued, and his Title to be brought to an Iſſue, to be call'd to 
the Place and Seat of his Anceſtors, according to his Birthright. 


That the Kings moſt Excellent Majeſty hath been graciouſly pleaſed to re- 
ferr your Petitioner to the Lords in Parliament, to hear and determine his 
ſaid Cauſe ; and to that purpoſe, he hath been ar vaſt Charges in renewing 
his ewo Writs of Error, after every Prorogation 3 and his Attorney hath re- 
ceved 601 only for the Kings Hand, belides all other Charges which far ex- 
eceded. And his ſaid Attorney did promiſe your Petitioner, to get all his 
Bteviates in a readineſs again{t the Tryal, but did altogether fail, as the 
printed Petition hereunto annexed makes appear. Moreover he told your 
Petitioner ſomctime before, that he could have had a hundred Goineys to be- 
tray your Petitioner z and ſome other of your Petitioners Councel haye been 


tempted with Bribes, but they were fo Jult as to refule. 


And now the Agents have ſurprized your Petitioner, for they knew the 
Ercor mult have becn proved againlt the Plaintiff Mr. Blakefto 3 ſo that they 
wou!d not take their Colt for that days diſappointment, according to the 
praver of the printed Petition, but have obtained the Writ of Error to be 
d1\imift the Lords Houſe, without any fair Hearing : fo that all they have done, 
and do, 1s by way of (urprizal, to tire the Claimant out of his juſt Right. 


Ie therefore moſt humbly beſeeches the F'onourable Houſe of Commons, as he.is 
vet but a (ommoner, that for the Glory of God, the Honour of eur Kin 

\ and Kingdom, to ſtand up for Tuitice, ſo that Property and Right may be 
preſerved, and the Oppreſſed may be relieved, for this is the 11" year of 
your Petitioners Claim:: nd. intercede with the Kings moſt Fxcellent 
Majeity, and the Right Flonourable L ords Spiritual and Temporal, not 
to ſuffer a Þ oyal Subjed to be over-powered, but that his Juſt Claim may 
be heard with patience, and determined in "/aſtice 5 and that your Peti- 
tioners Fill may be made an Ad, to reſtore the true Heir to his Pirth- 
right, and that the Title and the Fitate that is now diſperſed into ſeveral 
hands, may be forthwith ſettled by an AG of Parliament. 


* And he ſhall ever pray; 


Near 300 L. the two Writs of Error have coſt, for putting into Parliament, 
continuing and renewing after every Prorogation, and now they have Execu- 
tion upon Blzkeſton's Writ of Error, before the Caſe 1s heard. 


The Attorney-General ſaid, Mr. Percy, Now you have 20 where to Appeal but 
to Heaven : But if Juſtice be not done on Earth, we may fear Gods Vengeance 
w1ll come from Heaven : Therefore the Petitioner is forc'd to Appeal to thoſe 


Worthies in the Houſe of Commons for Juſtice, and therefore he hath annexed 
the printed Petitions, | £ or 


TO 


$1 


To the KINGS molt Excellent Majelty; 
| And to the 


Right Honourable Lords Spiritual and Te 
in PARLIAMENT Aftembled. 


mporal 


The Humble Petition of James PERCY, 


SHEWETH, 


Þ Row after your Petitioner's Complaint againlt his Attorneys, James I /votor, 
Edward F yfield, and Tohe Flancock; Vir. James I 'ooton, one of your Peti- | 
tioner's Attorneys, underſtanding the Complaints againit him, ſent the Wriuings 
by his Man, which came too late 3 out of which Papers his Breviates ought to 
have been drawn, which doth teſtifie the Truth of your Petitioner's Com- 
plaint, and what he offered to confirm upon Oath before your Lord{hips. 


Therefore your Tetitioner moſt Humbly prays, That the two ITrits of Frror may 
* be continued between Percy Plaintiff, and Blakelton Defendant, and Utting 
Plaintiff, and Coppleſton Defendant ; and that bis Conncel that be hath 
Retained formerly, may be allowed your Petitioner to argue the ſuid Cauſe - 
that is to ſay, Sir William Jones, Serjeant Pemberton, and Serjeant Simpſon, 
my 90 a new day may be ordered now his Ilitneſſes are in Town, and deſires 
xo longer time then his Councel may well conſider : And further prays, That 
moderate Coſts may be tax'd, upon account of the Altorneys Neeligence. 


And your Petitioner ſhall ever pray, &+c. 


JaMES PERCY. 


It is hoped, that the Neglect of the Attorneys ſhall not deſtroy a man's 
Birth-right, Title and Inheritance. 


Your Petitioner's Cauſe being before your Lordſhips to hear and determine, 


therefore humbly prays, that a new day may be Ordered, before his Witneſſes 
be diſperſed, 7 
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To the KINGS moſt Excellent Majeſty, 


in PARLIAMENT. 
The Flumble Petition of James PERCY. 


SHEWETH, 


Te this annexed Petition, fairly writ, was preſented at the Bar of - the 


Lords Houſe the 10" Inſtant. | 
That your Petitioner is at a valt Charge in keeping his Witneſſes in Town, 


waiting for an Order, and a Day appointed, according to the prayer of the 
ſaid Petition. | | 


Te therefore prays, That your Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed to call for the 
wid Petition, and cauſe it tobe Read ;, and that a ſhort day may be appointed, 
that a fair Hearing may be had, to find out the Truth, and that Taſtice may 
be done accordingly : And letit not be ſaid in England, that the Tunocent are 


puniſhed, and the Guilty go free + But call to mind how merciful God hath beer, 
in Reſtrring your Majeſty , Even ſoin pity Reſtore your poor diſtreſſed SubjeS@. 


And he ſhall ever pray, ec. 


James PERCY. 


This Petition was preſented into his Majeſties Sacred Hand, the 15:h. of 
December 1620. | 

To loſe ſuch an Opportunity as offered on Thurſday laſt, and now to trouble 
{o good a King fo oft, doubles your Petitioner's ſorrows. EP 

And that which adds to your Petitioner's miſery, 1s, that he cannot diſpoſe 
of his Witnefles, till a poſitive Order be had; for which he humbly prays. 


1 


—_— 


Note theſe three following Preſidents. 


I. He Lord of Newport begg'd the Tercies Land of the King, for the Duke 
of Monmouth, when the Duke was in France: but at the Duke's return, 


Percy the Claimant waited upon the Duke, to know his pleafurez and told 


him, That my Solicitor had betrayed me, for the Percies Lands were begg'd 
without the Claimant's conſeat or knowledge. Then the Duke replied, 
Mr. P ercy, you ſhall have a fair Tryal at Law: And moreover he did promiſe 
he would not ſtand upon Priviledge : but when Perty was ready for a Tryal, 


then Trumpt up Priviledge. And Mr. Roff the Duke's Agent aid, the Duke 


could not ſet afide his Priviledge : But the Duke ſaid, if Percy proves himſelf 
Heir, I have no Right ; and forthwith fold his Intereſt for an inconſiderable 


Sum of Money. > 
L-Tie 


LJ 
IL. The Lord Ogle, that married the Lady Flizabeth Percy, would have afſu- 
med the name of Fercy ; and put in a Bill to be made an Ad to ſettle the Land; 
upon him by AG of Parliament. 


HI. And it is reported that the Lord of £//ex deſired that ſome of thoſe 
Lands might be ſettled upon him by A& of Parliament. 


By this account the Lands are yet unſettled : F7go then great reaſon it Is, 
that the true Heir-Male of the Fercies Bill ſhould be made an A& of Parlia- 
ment, to ſettle the Name, Title and Eſtate together again, according to the fir{t 
ſettlement confirmed by his Anceſtors. 


Now your poor diſtreſſed and oppreſſed Petitioner humbly and freely 
offers, for the obtaining of Juſtice, and for the full ſatisfation to the Kinys 
moſt Excellent Majeſty, and the Right Honourable Lords Spiritual and T<m- 
poral, and thoſe Honourable and Worthy Members of the Houſe of Commons 
in Parliament aſſembled, (1f it be required and thought convenient, he being 
very unwilling to offer any thing that might give the leaſt offence, but rather 
ſbmit to their grave and mature Wiſdoms) theſe Propoſals following. 


James Fercy the Claimant and Plaintiff, will pay into the hands of any Tru- 
ſtees that ſhall be appointed to receive the Money in Truſt for Mr. John Plake- 
fton's Coſts, provided he hkewiſe lay down the go 1. taken by ſurprize out of 
Court before the Tryal was ended. 


Ahd Mr. Utting's Colt likewiſe ſhall be paid, for what Sir Joh» Coppleſtor 
claims; provided likewiſe that Sir Joh Coppleſtor pay the 10 L. down, which 
- he got when he ventured the Breach of Priviledge of Parliament : provided 
the whole Merits of the Cauſe may have a fair Hearing and Determination be- 
fore the Lords: Andif the Plaintiff and Claimant James Percy, doth not prove 
himſelf to be the right true and next Heir-Male in Bloud of the Percies of Noy- 
thumberland, then let them take all the Money, and the Plaintiff will freely ac- 
quit his Claim for ever, and remain till death a Loyal SubjeR, and James Percy. 


Although his Witneſles be diſpers'd, a Weeks time will bring them to Town 
agam, upon the fight of an Order. 


For the Claimant Zames Fercy (by Eirth) ought to enjoy the Place, Seat 
and Pirviledge of ns Anceltors, Earls of Northumberland; but now he dares 
not appear, till an Order be had. | 


Therefore he molt humbly prays, That a fair Hearing may be had, and that 
a trne decilion of his: juſt Caute and Claim may be made, according to Juſtice : 
ſo that the Ian-2cut may be prefcrved, and that the fraudulent practices not juſt 
may march off with {hame: For Heroick Adtions glorifies God, Honours the 
King, and makes a!) ine pcople ſhout for joy. | 


God hath been pleaſed to make a true decifion himſelf, which may be a 
prelidert ; for he ſent the Claimant from his Mothers Womb with a Creſcenr 
into the World, which is Gods Enſign of Truth, and the very Badge belonging 
to the Percies Earls of Northumberland. Th witneſs to this Truth, { have fer to 
my Hand and Seal, this 3d. of January, 1683. 

Jauzes PERCY. 


my 


at \ 


__ 


| | | | : & # 

1 To the KINGS molt Excellent Mayelity, 
= The Himble Petition of James Percy. | 

- SHEWETH, 


Har it is a great griefto your Petitioner's Soul, to trouble your 

F Sacred Mijeſty looften, in looking after his Juſt Right, yer 

= cannor help it by reaſon his Opponents ate of fo great Power, Po- 
i licy and Force. | 538 

That notwithſtanding his Petition ro the Right Honourable 

Houle of Lords, prelenced the day after his Hearing ſhould have 


| © been had, the Opponeats got that Writ of Error diſmils d the Houſe, 
= 7 well knowing the Errors would have been confirmed againſt them. 
W Thar thereby they have an opportunity to taxe our Fxecution 
£7] 2vainft your Petitioner, and fo to ſtop his further publick : 
| appearing. ; In | 
bt 2 . Thar 1t that Writ be not recall'd into the Lords Houſe again, | 
2 4 your P<titioner can in no wiſe expect a fair Hearing, nbr a jult de- 
Eq ; Ys | » 
"=Iij cition of his Cauſe. 'K 
3 1 Tcrefore your oppreſſed Petitioner moit humbly prays, That your Majeſty would 
BY: | bs oraciouſly pleaſed to ſee Tuitice done herein, and that a new Day may | 
"28 b appointed, according to the Prayer of that Fetition that is now before 
== } the | 'ouſe of Lords; or that your Sacred Mejeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed 
= to call your Þ onal Subjed, by your Royal Writ of Summons, to take the 
== |: Face and Seat of bis AnceFors, Earls of Northumberland, he having 
b. prougd his legitimate Deſcent and Pedigree at ſeveral Tryals at L.aw. - 
3 | This Petition was preſented into his Sacred Majeſties hand 7az. 3. 168 1. 
Bm [ All great and dubious matters the Children of Jſrael preſented and laid oper 
B before Aves « Even fo the Claimant hath done to his Majeſty all along, 
Z knowing that in the King ſolely lyes the creation and pre:ervation of Honour 
4 and Nobility. 
: Bat the King referred the Cauſe to the Lords to heat and determine; and 
now the two Writs of Error are diſmſs'd the Lozds Houſe, without hearing 
the ſaid Caule. | 
Now the Claimant James Percyftinding himſelt over-powered, is forc'd to 
Appeal, and humbly prays for Juſtice : As Prerogative belongs to the King, 
lo Property and Right belongs to his People. | # 
S>-Þ | F I:N TI ;S 
| | 
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' - Tothe KING'S Moſt Excellent Majeſty ; 


The Humble Petition of JaME s Pe RCY. 


SHEWETH, - 


Hac Your Petitioner moſt Humbly -Beſeecheth, and Earneſtly 

Prayeth Your Majeſties Pardon, for that Omiſfion on the Ninth 
of December laſt, which was in truth altogether the Neglect of his Attorny, 
as his Printed Petition ers forth. 


That Your Petitioner Humbly preſents theſe two Books, that your 

Moſt Excellent Majeſty may ſee the real endeayours of Your Petitioner ; 

and the firſt Book was Prepared for the Right Honourable Lor.'s 

Spiritual and Temporal, to inform their Lordſhips : And the ſecond 

Book is prepared to make his Complaints known to the Houſe of Com- 

'  mons; fo Far They may Intercede in his Juſt Cauſe with Your Royal 
| Majeſty, and the Right Honourable Lords in-Parliament. 


+» - , 
NEW 


Therefore Jour Majeſties I ogal Subje® and Petitioner moſt Humbly Preys, That 
Tour Royal Majeſty will be Graciouſly pleaſed, F atiently to Read, and S, eriouſly 
conſider the Printed Complaints, and do Tour Poor diſtreſſed Petitioner Puſtice, 
in reſtoring him by Tour own Princely Power, Prevosative, and (lemency: Fe 
heving at Law, fully proved his Pedigree : And therefore hath prepared a Bill, that 
it way be made an AG of Parliament, and moſt Humbly Preys Tour Majeſties 
Royal Aſſent thereunt?. And that Tour Majeſties Royal Writ of Summons may 
forthwith call Tour Loyal Subjet, from the Houle 'of Priſon, to the Flouſe of 
Peers: And there to take the Place and Set of his Anceſtors, Farls of Not- 


thumberland. 


When King Pharas took Joſeph out of the Dungion, Then God fil'd Fharas's Barns 
with his Blefings. To which God Annex long Lite, and a Profperous Rejgn. 


And Your Petitioner ſha!l Pray, 


JAMES PERCY. 
T . = 
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eſented into his Sacred Majelties Hand Jaz. the 1724. 1421. 
Ir tO preſent the two Books mentioned in the Petition; But a 
g-betwixt the King and my (elf, puſht me away; ſo that Icould 

> Complaint prepared for the Houſe of Lords, againſt the day of 
Hearimg : Nor;this Complaint which is prepared for the Houſe of Commons, ( my 
Opponents are great and Numerons,) which forces the Claimant to Pray for Juſtice. 
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45 by his Petition all along appears. 


An Affidavit made #7 Janns PsRCY, (laimant 


tothe Earldom of 


W Hexeas Mr. James Hooton, did undertake the Carrying in two 
/ Writs of Error in Parliament, between James Percy Plain- 
tiff, and John Blackefton, Eſq; Defendant, for Scandalous 

| Words, and in Ejetments for Lands , Robert Viting Gent. 


ORTHUMBERLAND, 


Leſſee of the Plaintiff, and Sir John Copleflon Defendant 3 And the aforeſaid 
Mr. F/ootor: did receive Writings of Aaron Claimant long before the day 
of Hearing before the Lords; And did promiſeto fix all the Claimants Bre- 


viats, ſo as they might be ready for ſome Lords, and for the Counc 
when the Claimant fhould have been prepared for his 'Counſe 

1 /2oton could not be found till the very Morning the Hearing d have 
been had; then he meeting the Deponent James Percy, at Fetter-lane-end in 
Fleet-ftreet, and ſaid whither are you going ? Percy old him, I aw « going to 
make my Complaint ageinſt Ton, for keeping my Writings, and not making my 
Breviats ready for my Council : And when James Percy had made his com- 
plaint in Parliament, and offered to make Oath before their Lordſhips to 
Confirm the truth: And when the Lords Commanded to withdraw, then 


Mr. James Heotons Man came into the Lobby 


tings to the Deponent, upon the 9th. of December 1678. Moreover the 
ſaid Hoetor, ſaid ſome time before, that he was offered a Hundred Gyin- 


_ eys to betray the ſaid Deponents Calc. 


And on the 7th. of Jerwary 1681. The ſaid FHooton came to the ts 
Chamber, and defired to ſee thoſe Writings that belonged tothaſe Writs of 
Errors, and did Write ſomething out of themz ſaying, He bed not kept « 
Copy of them, which he ought to have done; but ſaid He þ wow to do 
his buſeneſs : and further ſaid, there wes one ſheet wanting : Which ſhews how 
careful he was of his Claimants Cauſe 3 And yet threatens he will Sue the 
Claimant for Defaming him in his PraGtiſe. 


ur" 18. die January 1680. | James Percy. 
coram me Magiitro Canc | 


John Hosk yns. 


_ A ld. __ 


The Deponant Humbly Preys for ſpeedy Juſtice, and that he may be forth- 
with called from the Priſon of Kings-Bench, into Parliament, to take the 
Place of his Anceſtors, l: of Northumberland, according to his Birth- 
right, ard that the two Writs of Error, may be Re-manded back, and the Exe- 
cation flopt. For hisW: 7 continue flat in Town : Hoping by your Mature 
Wiſdoms, to obtain an 


, and there delivered the Wri- 


for « wew day of Fharing 3. for whic be Proys, 
ER 


An Aﬀidavit made by Jamts Per Cy (laimmant to the 
Earldom of NO&KTHUMBERLAND, 


Hereas Adlard Welby Gent. is Attourny for John Blackſton E1q; 
\ Def. this Deponeant 7 ames Percy on the 2 1 h. inſtant, went to 
Mr.Welby,and offer'd an Agreement : And whereas Colt of 7o odd [.is 
demanded of me the Plaintif,che Deponent demanded gol.which was 
but tendred into Court upon my Lord Chiet Juſtice Scrogs's promile 
chat theLord of Eſſexwould not infift uponPriviledge,and that theDe- 
ponent JaMEs PER ylhould have a tairTry;.1 : che Money was not 
intended for the L. of Eſſex really, bur it ought to have been reman- 
ded back again ro the Plaintift JAmzs Percy, for that go |. coſts 
pretended for My. Clark, was Sued for by Capt. Biggerſtaff that mar- 
ried the Reli&t of Mr.Clark; And that go /. Coſts ought to have been 
ſer aſide upon their own Demurter ; therefore Mr. Welby Reply'd, 1 
muſt complain in Court : The Writs of Error ought to have been 
heard, debated, and determined by the Right Honourable Lords in 
Parliament ; But it was blown over , as by the Printed Complaint, 
(prepares co preſent to the Honourable Houſe of Commons appears) 
ut it is hoped the Writs of Error may be Re-manded back into Par- 
liament; to have a fair Hearing : Or if the Plaintiff and Deponenc 
be forced to pay the 70 odd Pounds Coſt, then the go l. ought to be 
Refunded to the Deponent, 


Tarat. 22. die Fon Hookins ve Ta Mts PER cy. 


\: 


T is very hard foria-man to be kept out of Poſleflion,, and his 

Opponents mannage all their Suits ar Law againſt him wich his 
own Eftate; 'and that will not ſeryetheir curtis, but they cover to ger 
from the Claimant by Fraud, ſo that chey may totally Ruine and 
diſable him. from proſecuting his Birth-right. 
 Jamss Percy, (the true and: lawful Heir-male to-the Percy's 
Farls of Northumberland,) hath forind more Injuſtice and Hardſhips here 
in England, than the Children of 1/rael found in Fgypr, when they made 

Brick, and were forc'd to gather their own Straw to burn them. 

_ When Joſeph's good Works were forgot, then his Brethrea ſuffer'd 
But now the PER Cc y's good deeds are forgot, their lawful Succeſ- 
for ſuffers in Priſon ; And therefore earneſtly prays for a ſpeedy De- 
Jiverance. -'\ My great Pains, and Charge in Printing, is really inten- 
ded rightly ng a the world, thereby to remoye Oppreſſion, and 
ro-revive Juſtice, 


To 
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To the Kings Moſt Excellent Majeity. 


The Humble Petition of JaMES PERCY, 


Sheweth, 
Hat Your Petitioners Opponents have obtain'd their Deſires, for your 
| Petitioner 1s jn Priſon 

That Your Majeſty was Graciouſly pleaſed to lay, God forbid that We ſhould 
hinder an Heir, bat that he ſhould have the Benefit of the Law; And to that end 
Sir John Berkenhead was (ent by Your Majeſty to the Attourny General. 

That Your Petitioner kath proved his Legitimacy and Pedegree, at four ſe- 
yveral Tryals at Law, whereof one is exemplified under the Great Seal of Your 
Majeſties Court of Kings-Bench, (where Your Petitioner is now a Priſoner) 
upon that Writ of Error the Lord Chiet Juſtice Scroggs fo: wilfully gave the 
Cauſe away, after Your Petitioner had fully proved his Pedegree, and to be 
Deſcended from the Body of Henry Percy, fifth Earl of Northumberland, and 
Coufin and next Heir-Male to Joſcelie Percy, late and eleventh Earl, deceaſed. 


Therefore He moſt HumblyPrays that Tour Moſt F xcellent Majeſty would be Graciouſly 
pleaſed to Order the Lord Ehancellour forthwith #9 call (by Tour Majeftiics 
Royal Writ of Summons) Tour Petitioney from the Houſe of Priſon, to the 
Houſe of Peers, to take the Place and Seat of bis Anceſtors Earls of Nor- 
thumberland, 2s it is his Birth-right and Title proved at Law : God in his 
Faitice and Mercy reſtor d Tour Majeſty to Jour Crown and Kingdoms: even, 
fo bet Tour Majeſty in Equity and Pity Reſtore Tour poor Diſtreſſed SubjeF. 

And Your Petitioner ſhall ever Pray, &$c: | 
: JAMES PERCY. 


His Petition was offer'd to His Majeſty the ah. of Jarmery 1683s. and His 
Majeſty was pleas'd to ſay, He not receive it 5 But 11d, ou way go 
where Tow pleaſe, Which Saying was taken for an Anſwer to that Petition Pre- 
ſented the 17 of Jamnery; Wherein' it was to be underſtood, the Petitioner had 
prepared his Complaints for the Houſe of Commons. ("77 is to be noted, That 
the Gentlemen who attended the King, ſaid, Tonder is the E. of Northumberland 
with a Petition; why ſhould Tour Majefty trouble Tor ſelf with it ? had Tou not one 
the other day ? rejet# it. T have found His Moſt Excellent Majeſty hath been in- 
clinable to Juſtice all along, bur ſtill is obſtruted by one means or other : But 
the plain Truth is, His Majeſty would not be ſeen to give and ungive at his 
own pleaſure, His Majeſty being miſtaken in his Gyifts 3 Therefore was Graci- 
ouſly pleaſed the Lords ſhould Hear and Determine the faid Cauſe; And to 
that purpoſe, did come down to the Bar inthe Houſe of Lords to hear the Cauſe 
Himſelf; but was diſappointed, (as.by the Petitions and Aff + appear: )' 
But the ſaid Cauſe having been continued a long time ati{uch;a,vaſt Charge; 
and then to be ſlightly blown over without a fair Hearing, all the Yard nuch 
admires; For the clearing up of the Pedigree, would have confirm': ie Lever 


Therefore Tour Petitioner Appeals to the Honoxrable Houſe of Conmans ; Ang moit x ambly 
and Earneitly prays your Aſſiſtance," #0 enquire the Reaſon-why, ant bo 'ohe riets of 


Errots came 10 be diſmift ; nd that they wen he Re-xpanged back x has, a-feir: Hear- 
ing may be had according to the Prayer of the Petitionsz Or that Jo will te ples ts 
canſe the Heralds to enquire into the Truth of the Claimants Pe gree; And that He 


may be call « from the KingsBench Priſon, to the Heoe of Pears, ta/take the Plate avi 
Seas of his Anceſters, Earls of Northumberland Yd hal | 


nd Yam Fein Bi yevk-an 0% 
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Right Honourable, 

Am your Coufin, (though a Priſoner) deſcended from the Body of Flenry 

Percy 5th. Eart of Northumberland; By which Deicent I am Couſm agg nex: 
make to Joſceline Fercy your Father the late and 11th. Earl of Northumber- 
lind, Deceaſed. A Prion 1s a Grave for Men alive; But when Naboth was ſton'd 
to death, then Ahab took poſleſhion of the Vinyard, 1 Kings.21.18. And walk- 
ing in the Garden among the eds of Fleaſure, then God ſent his Prophet Elias, to 
Ws Ahab of his Tranſgreſſion, (notwithſtanding he was a King.) Ezekiel 46. 18, 
When Belſhazzar was quafjing in the Gold and Silver Veſſels of the Temple, then ap- 
pear d the Hand-writirg »pon the Wall, Dan. 5. When your late Husband the 
Lord Ogle went about to aſſume the name of Percy, and to have the Pexcies 
Lands ſettled upon him by A& of Parliament, then God call'd him to Accompt; 
Therefore let Your Lagilhip do Juſtice ſpeedily, and ſubmit to Truth in Time, 
for fear God calls You to Accompt allo. I believe Your Servants and Agents 
have rendred Me to You to be a Monſter, and not a Man; Be not too ſubje& to 
Believe Them, but ſce with your own Eys, and hear with your own Ears; and 
admit Me into Your preſence, for I have ſomthing to offer that will add Fame 
to Your Honour, and Rank You with thoſe Two Worthy Women of our Family, 
the Lady Agzes Tercy, who preſerved-the Percies Name, and the Lady Lucy, 
that ſettled her Eſtate upon the Heirs Males of the Percies for ever; And for ever 
that Eſtate muſt attend the Title : And the Fines can never be recover'd but by 
the true Heir-Male of the'Perrjes Vir.Gee can inform You (if he pleaſes, how I was 
at Petworth in the Year 1654. And then, and there made my Claim as I do now ; 
And before Mr. Clark's Tryal, Your Agents, with their 'Councet , would have 
own'd Me to be the next Heir, and would have affiſted Me for the Title with 
their Books , Pedigree and Records : And alſo how I met with Mr. Champiar 
and Mr.Gee at Door Lempley's Houſe, and there made out my Pedigree clear, 
only I could not find out my Great Grand-fathers Name$ Firft, it was a very 
hard Namez And Secondly, Mr. Champiar kept it ſecret till he was forc'd to 
declare upon his Oath, that Sir Ingelram ercy was Married, and had Sons and 
Daughters, at Sir Joh oath on's Tryal for Cannington and Rodaway Lands in 
Somerſetſhire. Thirdly, Lhe Herald: hed Altogether neglected the Collateral Line 
of the Fercies. Now all my Aim is really to beget a right underſtanding, fo that 
I may remain, wet 


Your Ladiſbips Real, Cordial, and Faithful Kinſman, 
; and moſt Humble Servant, 


JAMES PERCY, 


What I bave to declare to your Laayfip is not convenient to be committed to writing, but affure 
your ſelf it redlly tends to your preſent Welfare, ond future Peace and Proſperity. 
An Anſwer pill frnd me in the Kings-Bench-Rules, 88 the Written Table at Captain Dane 
| cer'7 Houſe in Lombard-ſtreer, © 4ear the Bowling-gretn; inthe Borwghrof Southwark: 
This Letter was preſcated the day of the date hereof; and the Claymant' hath princed [t; 
that,the world may (ce that a.truc Foro is not aſhamed of big: Innocent arid Juft Cauſe, 'nor 
afirajd of his Potent Opponents ; For be whom 1rruſt mn, is greater thay they, 5 Ecclel, ver. 8. 


A t 
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Ow intheſc our days there is vo Prophet Gad, Nichsis, Elijob, nor Interpreters 

angry like;Zeſepb and Danie), that Yarrs preſume to ſpeak to Kings as 
t id in tholg days. - SOD Tg one Sl nor 

| Therefore James Perey, the.true Heir: malc of the Percie » Eaxls of Northumberlond, humbly 

.. makes bold with the Prophet Ezekiel, cap.'46. ver. Lens the Prince ſodll not take of the 

Peoples Inherit ance by oppreſſion, but be ſhall give bis Sons Inberitance out of bis own Poſſeſſion, 

ered every man from his Poſſeſſione The 


2 this my Ptofle dent feltt 


[ 


The King's oſt Excellent May fiic's Gracious Anſwer was fo the Claimant's firſt Peti® 
tion, i= 1670. God forbid that we ſinld biy ler an Heir, kut that he ſhould bave the B-xefit of 
the Law : A.d to that purpoſe His Maj-fiy ordered Sir John Berkenbead (Maſicr of Requelis 
then in waiting, to go to the Attorney General, th know why he refuſed to ſign the Co- war- 
rant which the Claymants Sollicitor, Mr. Thimys Swain prefented to him to fizn ? But the 
Attorney General [aid, He conld nt ſign Porcic's Co-mwarravt, by reaſon that be way of Council 
fer the Counteſs of Northumberland : And the Court of Wards being pur down did much wil- 
dernize the Claimant in his Proceedings, and no lefs than nine ſeveral Pcrſons have ſtood up- 
on and been ſhel:cr'd under Pxiviledye, which hath been'the cauſe of delay all this tire. 

And from tha: time Mr, Swayn (the Claymant's Sollicitor) began to play the Devil with 
two ſticks 3 for whillt James Percy was prolecuting the Law, and dclivcring Declarations in 
Eje&rnents in th: North, the Sollicitor had contriv'd the bufſinels fo, as the Title and Lands 

; were begg'd, dilpos'd and ſcatter'd before the Claymant returned, and then pretended the 
Co- warzant, with other Writings, was loſt, which cott a conſiderable Sum of Money, and 
then arreſted! his Clyent James Perey in three ſeveral Suits at Law, which continued three 
years But the Sollicitor Swayn was overthrown in all the 3 Aﬀtions; morcove the Claymant 
Fames Percy was in thoſe travels poiſoned at New-Caftle, arreſted at Tork in two Actions of 
20000 l. each Ation, and then durſt not proceed at Law, but let the Aﬀions fall, and paid 
40 x. Coſt, a poor ſatisfaRion for a night and two days Impriſonment, and maintaining my 
two Men and three Horſes, befides the Charge of ſpunging Bums; And the Actions were in 
the Lerd of Eſſex, and Mr. Clark, and others Names : And to fill up the meaſure of malice, 
they publiſhed in the Engliſh Gazette, and the Freneh Gazette, That the Claymant was an Im- 
piſtor z And Mr. Black ſton (aid inall thcſe Courts, That the Claymant's Name was not Percy, 
but declared hlm to be a Baſtard 3 with many more ſcandalous wordr, which were proved at 
that Tryal before the Lord Chief Juſtice Scrogge, notwithſtanding he diſcharged Mr. Bla:k- 

| ſton and Sir George F-ffreys at that Tryal, took Fees on both ſides, ſo the Claymant Fames 

. FE Percy was clearly bought and fold, and proved to his Damage 12000 /. Beſides, it was the 

occation of this his preſent Impriſoament, upon the Writs of Error that were (6 ſtrangely dif. 
miſs'd the Houſe of Lords without any Hearing; notwithſtanding the renewing and conti- 
nuing after every Prorogatidn, coſt in all above 300 1. And now the Claymant Fames Percy hath 
uſed all ways and means poſhble, (as by his Petition and publick- Prints appears) and cannot 
proceed forther withont the Athfiance of the Honourable zHouſe of Gommons, His Majeſty 
is much troubled, and the Claymant really believes that His Majeſty had a cordlal Deſire to 
hcar and fee the Cauſe determined, as by His coming up to the Bar of the Houſe of Lords, 
| that day the Hearing ſhould have been had. Befides, His Majefty may perceive, I ſhall never 

| | leave my Claim, til! Juſtice be done, by reaſon I now know it is my Right by Birth and 

J Bloud, and that the (ole power of creating and preſerving Honour reſts in His Royal Breati, 

| as Flowers in the Crown; And by the Coronation- Oath, thc King cannot take Titles from 
$5>-14 one Peer, to give to another Peer, But as God hath in mercy reſtored His Majeſty to His 
| Crown and Kingdoms, even fo ought the King in Juſtice to reſtore every Loyal Subjc to 

the Birth.right, Title and Inheritance of his Anceſtors. It was very hard at firſt for the 

Claymant to find out the Name of his great Grandfather, by reaſon he was in his Childhood 

brought up amongſt his Mothers Relations And in the troubleſome times (he being a Roy 
alliſt) was forced to abſcond and travel for many years, But the Adverſarics. 

did wildernize the Claymant, in hiding his great Grandfatkers Chriſtian Name from him : 

For Sir Ingelram Perey was the Glaymant James Percie's Great Grandfather, and youngeſt 

Son of Henry Percy 5th. Earl of Northumberland; and this Collatera] Line was never attain- 

ted 3 and therefore ought to be reſtored according to Henry Percy the 5th. Eatls Patent, and 
not under the Patent of the New-Creation by Queen Mary far Thomas Percy, 2d. Son of the' 5th. 

Ear), was attainted, but Sir Ingelram Perey 3d.. Son was Innocent, and ts hath his Iſſue cen- 

tinued to this day : And therefore prays for ſpeedy Juſtice : Juſtice removes oppreſſhon, Glori- 
fies God, Honours the King, . Rejoyces. the People, puts an end to your troubles, gp ratifes 

Peace, for which the Petitioner prays. * CONE LL intend T3 

For Henry Percy, $th. Earl, Great Great Grandfather, OL. A Gare ER”. BD, 


Ingelram Percy, Great Grandfather, who bad Henry Petty, i ff 
Grandſatber, ond be hed Bekny Parcy Forber of he Cf ont "of HET EEOT 14 
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